
 
Recall targets 4 on Ypsilanti council 
At issue is their vote on debt refinancing for Water Street project 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 

BY KHALIL E. HACHEM  

News Staff Reporter 

Three Ypsilanti residents filed petitions to recall four City Council members for voting last year to refinance 
about $13 million in debt at a cost of $3 million before the city signed a development agreement to build the 
Water Street project.  

Ted Mull filed a petition to recall Brian Filipiak, D-Ward 3. Robert Kilpatrick filed to recall council members 
John Gawlas and Bill Nickels, both D-Ward 2, and Rodney Nanney filed to recall Mayor Pro Tem Trudy 
Swanson, D-Ward 1.  

The council includes a mayor and six council members, two from each of the city's three wards.  

The petitions were filed Monday with the Washtenaw County Clerk's Office. Chief Deputy Clerk Derrick 
Jackson said the county will review the petitions for clarity, and if they are approved, petitioners have 180 
days to gather signatures for the recall.  

Jackson said each petitioner needs to gather 25 percent of the total votes cast in the latest gubernatorial 
election. Nanney would need 420 signatures; Kilpatrick would need 561 signatures, and Mull would need 
397 signatures, Jackson said.  

The city proposed the Water Street project in 1999 to be built on 38 acres east of downtown and has 
borrowed more than $13 million to buy the land and prepare it for development. So far, two developers 
have backed out of the project, and the City Council voted last year to refinance the debts at a cost of $3 
million. The total debt on the project was not to exceed $17 million.  

Nanney said the residents are not part of an organized group, and he did not file a petition to recall Council 
Member Lois Richardson, D-Ward 1, because she did not attend the meeting to refinance the debts and 
she has expressed concerns about the Water Street project. Mayor Paul Schreiber and Council Member 
Brian Robb, D-Ward 3, are new to the council, he said.  

"The project has proven to be an absolute disaster,'' Nanney said. "Council members did not manage the 
project properly.''  

Mull and Kilpatrick could not be reached for comment Tuesday.  

Swanson, Gawlas and Filipiak said they voted to refinance the debt because it gave the city more time to 
repay its loans while it was negotiating a development agreement with Joseph Freed and Associates.  

"At the time, it was the right thing to do,'' said Filipiak. "Any voter has the right to (recall elected officials).''  

Swanson has been on the council for 12 years. Filipiak is halfway through his first four-year term. Gawlas is 
serving a third four-year term.  
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Nickels could not be reached for a comment Tuesday. He is serving his third four-year term.  

Khalil E. Hachem can be reached at khachem@annarbornews.com or 734-482-3225.  
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